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while-a very light-coloured bitch, nice looking but very thin
and cold, had been discovered and coveted. At first I thought
that the complaint of the ladies was merely an indirect
method of bringing to my attention the fact that they had
not yet received the gift that custom demanded in such
circumstances ; and Zayid confirmed that conjecture as well
as the ladies' statement that the bitch had gone on with our
baggage-train. I returned therefore to the women rapidly
calculating the number of dollars which might constitute a
suitable counter-present, but they remained steadfast in their
protests that the bitch had been taken without their consent
and that they wanted her back—not her price.1 The truth
was that Zayid, knowing that I would never have consented
to high-handed action in such a matter, had simply con-
fronted me with a fait accompli. I insisted however that the
animal should be returned at once to her owners and refused
to mount until she had been brought back. And as I sat
there the women overwhelmed me with their voluble grati-
tude, while the children began to whimper with pleasure
through their streaming tears. May God bless you indeed !
Oh Shaikh 'Abdullah, cried the old lady, for in any case you
are welcome to the hound and I had said nought, but these
children, God save them! they were broken-hearted to see her
go and we could not remain silent before their weeping. May
God therefore prolong your life and improve your lot! So the
matter was settled to my satisfaction and theirs. The inci-
dent had been both charming and instructive, and I had
delighted in their language, which was as pure and perfect
Arabic as one could wish to hear. I rode away contented and
never more had any doubt that Arabic is the mother tongue
of the Murra. Zayid growled at the folly of such squeamish-
ness, but 'AK privately applauded my championship of a just
cause. A firm hand is doubtless needed to curb the unruly
Badawin, but actual tyranny is unnecessary.
We marched south-west up the valley, over alternating
sand and sun-cracked saline clay, until we came to the
6 Hawks' Nest/ by the side of which I discovered another
rich deposit of fossils in a detached rock called Mulaiha.  The
1 The Arabs do not traffic in dogs, whose price is unlawful money.

